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sexual behavior to racial values, free will, and the teachings of Freud.
The first of these two interrelated halves is much easier to comment upon.
The retelling of the debates between the various genetic schools of thought
during the first 50 years of this century and resulting slow clarification of
ideas is particularly well done. Many times in the course of the book
Darlington demonstrates that the prolonged debates stemmed from poor
definition of the ideas or questions which were being discussed. Discussion
of genetics in terms of a vague "germplasm," for example, was less pro-
ductive than when the idea of a discrete, inheritable gene was both defined
and accepted. The biases and blind spots of geneticists as well as deliberate
scientific fraud, all of which slowed the development of genetics, are clearly
described and provide a welcome perspective to what has now become
a rapidly changing field. Genetics and Man is a revised version of a book
published ten years previously entitled The Facts of Life. Nine of the
eighteen chapters have been revised or extended but present knowledge of
the biochemistry of genetics is given only a small place. There are, for
example, only brief references to the amino acid sequence of proteins and
the genetic code although the interaction of malaria and hemoglobin is
discussed at length.
The second half, which focuses on the interrelationships of human genes
and society, is equally well written and often profound. It is, however, too
often based on inference from animal breeding and behavior or on the
unwritten assumption that there must be a profound genetic influence on
human behavior. Such a criticism can be extended to almost every book
of this type and is not meant to negate its value, for it is a stimulating book.
The reader should, however, be aware that there is very little solid fact
on which to base such a discussion beyond the various types of genetic
contribution to intelligence.
HERBERT A. LUBS, JR.
THE SAVAGE CELL. A Report on Cancer and Cancer Research. By Pat
McGrady. New York, Basic Books, Inc., 1964. xiv, 432 pp. $8.50.
There are few nonmedical persons who can match Pat McGrady's
knowledge of the cancer problem. For 17 years he has been intimately
connected with the American Cancer Society as its Science Editor and has
interviewed hundreds of researchers and clinicians translating their tech-
nical jargon into meaningful material for the man on the street.
In this book Mr. McGrady writes of his views of cancer-cause, treat-
ment, and lack of cure-based on personal knowledge gleaned from close
contact with researchers as well as regular reading of scientific articles by
the thousand. He covers in detail every aspect of cancer research-genetic,
congenital, infectious, biochemical, environmental, radiological, surgical. No
more complete analysis of the disease has yet been attempted for wide-
spread consumption. Proven facts as well as figments of fantasy are care-
fully itemized. In general, the author does a good job. At times, however,
Mr. McGrady's lack of formal medical background becomes embarrassingly
clear. For the most part, he relates solid facts in the concise, hard-hitting
manner of a professional news reporter.
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The American Cancer Society does not officially endorse the opinions
expressed in this book, but its tacit approval is clear to the reader. Unfortu-
nate errors in spelling proper names detract somewhat from the reader's
appraisal of the author's over-all accuracy. Nonetheless, everyone, medical
and nonmedical, should read this fascinating recital of man's frustrations
in solving the cancer riddle. It will be time well invested.
IRA S. GOLDENBERG
J. J. THOMSON AND THE CAVENDISH LABORATORY IN HIS DAY. By George
Paget Thomson. New York, Doubleday and Co., 1965. xi, 186 pp. $4.95.
In the preface to this book the author, who is J. J.'s son, and a Nobel
prizewinning physicist himself, writes "I have made considerable use of his
autobiography Recollections and Reflections . . . and of the excellent
biography J. J. Thomson . . . by the 4th Lord Rayleigh, and hope that
some readers will be led to read one or other of them." This reviewer
confirms the admission and endorses the hope, for valuable as this volume
is in its intended scope, it does not present an adequate picture of J. J.'s
life and times.
George Thomson has rather limited himself to a scientific biography of
J.J. and his students at the Cavendish Laboratory, during roughly the
four decades straddling the turn of the century. His treatment is, of neces-
sity, episodic. The presentation is nonmathematical and is intended for the
educated layman. However, despite an introductory chapter on electro-
magnetic theory, the reader with a slight knowledge of physics may well
find the technical discussion both a bit difficult and dry. This is doubly
disappointing, first because the author actually ha! written an interesting
account of J.J.'s work, which will be appreciated by those with a greater
scientific understanding, and secondly because he is uniquely qualified to
enliven the story with personal insights and recollections of his father. That
the personality of J.J. emerges insufficiently, and then mostly from quo-
tations from the two books mentioned above, is surely disappointing.
An effort has been made to display the technical and intellectual difficulties
of J.J.'s discoveries which prevented others from making them before him.
In this the author largely has succeeded; there is, for example, a valuable
appendix on the vacuum pumps whose efficiency is so critical to the study of
the discharge of electricity in gases. In addition to a discussion of J.J.'s well-
known measurement of the electron's charge to mass ratio, and his study of
positive rays and isotopes, there is a most interesting account of his isolated
attempts to further Maxwell's ideas of electrical and magnetic tubes of
force, at a time when other theoreticians were attending to similar problems
through means of mathematical transformations and relativistic concepts.
Several detractions from the otherwise pleasing appearance of the book
may be noted. The index is incomplete; two photographs of the modern
mass spectrograph seem somewhat inappropriate, and the dust jacket
"blurb" is a bit overenthusiastic, claiming as J.J.'s pupils a few Nobel
Prize men who merely visited the Cavendish Laboratory for short periods,
and describing the book as "the story of the man who discovered the
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